Evaluation of cardiac involvement in hypereosinophilic syndrome: complementary roles of transthoracic, transesophageal, and contrast echocardiography.
Hypereosinophilic syndrome is a rare but important systemic disease with multiple clinical presentations. Approximately 40% of these cases have cardiac involvement. Echocardiography is the most easily available and versatile imaging modality in assessing cardiac involvement in this disease process. As described and reviewed in this case, it may be the first imaging modality to raise suspicion of this disease entity. Hence, clinicians interpreting echocardiograms and caring for patients need to be aware of the manifestations and complementary roles of various echo techniques in delineating cardiac involvement. Furthermore, the importance of a thorough history and laboratory review prior to echocardiography may provide valuable clues which may otherwise be missed.